[Radioimmunological determination of the serum level of folic acid in healthy persons and patients treated by periodic hemodialysis].
Folic acid serum level was assayed in 31 patients with chronic renal insufficiency, hemodialysis-treated. Decreased level was established in 9 patients (30%). The average value of serum folic acid was 5.24 ng/ml (11.8 nmol/l) with a norm of 5.79 ng/ml (13.1 nmol/l) in the control group. No statistically significant difference was found between the healthy subjects and the patients. A low correlation dependence was found between serum folic acid level and the duration of hemodialysis treatment and diuresis. No statistically significant difference was established in the value of the folic acid in the patients on dialysis two or three times weekly. The irrational nutrition was concluded by the authors, to play a more significant role in the present disturbed folic homeostasis than the hemodialysis treatment per se.